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GALAPAGOS,
ECUADOR.
PUERTO AYORA,

THIRD SANTA CRUZ
ANNOUNCEMENT

THIS THIRD AND FINAL ANNOUNCEMENT PROVIDES ALL
ESSENTIAL INFORMATION TO HELP YOU PREPARE FOR THE
CONFERENCE, INCEUDING THE SCIENTIFIC PROGRAM,
TRAVEL LOGISTICS, AND IMPORTANT CONSIDERATIONS FOR
YOUR VISIT TO THE GALAPAGOS ISLANDS. WE ARE
INCREDIBLY EXCITED TO BRING TOGETHER BRILLIANT
MINDS FROM AROUND THE WORLD IN ONE OF THE MOST
UNIQUE AND BREATHTAKING PLACES ON EARTH.
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Scientific Program Schedule

The NSSY 2026 scientific program spans six days (May 17-23) and features a rich mix of tutorial lectures,
keynote and invited talks, oral contributions, young researcher presentations, and poster sessions. The
program also includes two round tables, one on Science, Sustainability & Galapagos, and another on Embarking
on a career in Nanoscience, as well as a Community Outreach session on Tuesday, which will consist of a
fullerene workshop for speakers in collaboration with SALS, and a coastal cleanup activity for students. A
conference tour, conference dinner, and welcome reception round out the experience for all attendees.

Saturday, May 23

Sunday, May 17 Monday, May 18 Tuesday, May 19 Wednesday, May 20 Thursday, May 21 Friday, May 22

BREAKFAST 8:00 - 8:30

g8
_

TUTORIAL TUTORIAL TUTORIAL TUTORIAL TUTORIAL
Gabriela Borin Barin Mariana Rossi Thomas Heine inerea i Silvia Giordani
B30 - 9:30 B30 - 8:30 B30 - 9:30 B30 - 930 B30-9:30

R0 INVITED SPEAKER INVITED SPEAKER INVITED SPEAKER INVITED SPEAKER  INVITED SPEAKER
Mark Hersham Yu-Yang Zhang Mauricio Tamayo ~ Eduardo Costa Girao  Yolanda Angulo
2:30- 10:00 9:30- 10:00 9:30- 10:00 9:30- 1000 9:30- 1000
10:00 AM ORAL ORAL ORAL ORAL

ORAL
CONTRIBUTION
Andrey
Mereshchenko

10:00 - 10:20
YOUNG RESEARCH

Charlotte Berrezueta
10:20 - 10:35

B
i

12:00 PM

.00 PM

ORAL
CONTRIBUTION
Guido Schmiz
1200 -12:20
YOUNG RESEARCH
Paula Tris Marzo
1220 -12:35
YOUNG RESEARCH
Elena Stroici
12:36 -12:50

CONTRIBUTION
Zoran Miskovic
10:00- 1020

CONTRIBUTION
Katherine Vaca-
Escobar
10:00 - 1020

CONTRIBUTION
Eva Scholtzova
10:00 - 10:20

YOUNG RESEARCH | YOUNG RESEARCH | YOUNG RESEARCH

Jorge Castro
Angamanca
10:20- 1035

ORAL
CONTRIBUTION

Sarah Bricefio
1200- 1220

YOUNG RESEARCH
Johanna Pilicita

1220- 1235

INDUSTRY
TECHNICAL TALK

Julie Cheng
1235- 1250

Kevin Gerein
10:20 - 10:35

Cristina Rubio
10:20 - 10035

CONTRIBUTION
Julic Chacon
10:00 - 10:20

YOUNG RESEARCH
Laura Ochoa

Rodriquez
10:20 - 10:35

COFFEE BREAK 10:35- 11:00

ORAL
CONTRIBUTION

Ana Pefiaherrera
12:00 - 1220
YOUNG RESEARCH
TBC
1220 - 1235
YOUNG RESEARCH

Maria Bésquez
Caceres
12:35 - 12:50

ORAL
CONTRIBUTION

TBC

YOUNG RESEARCH

Domenica Bermeo
Alvaro
1220 - 12:35

YOUNG RESEARCH

Vanessa Hinojosa
1235 - 12:50

INVITED SPEAKER  INVITED SPEAKER INVITED SPEAKER  INVITED SPEAKER  INVITED SPEAKER
ARRIVAL Alan Dalton Begofia Spifia Duncan Mowb fladimira F Humberto Teranes
11:00-11:30 1100- 1130 11:00- 1130 11:00- 11:30 11:00- 11:30
INVITED SPEAKER  INVITED SPEAKER INVITED SPEAKER  INVITED SPEAKER  INVITED SPEAKER
Hong-Jun Gao Canla Bittencourt Akhlesh Lakhtakia Ernesto Medina Thibault Terencio
11:30-12:00 11:30- 1200 11:30 - 1200 11:30 - 12:00 11:30- 1200

CLOSING
REMARKS

12:00 - 12:00

MINIWORKSHOPS MINIWORKSHOFS MINIWORKSHOFS MINIWORK SHORPS MINIWORKSHOPS
CONFERENCE TOUR
INTEGRATION
COMMUNITY 1400 - 17:00
ROUND TABLE OUTREACH ROUND TABLE
REGISTRATION  Science,Sustainability & 15:00- 17:00 [Embariing on a career in
16:00-17:00 Galinacos o ==
16:00 - 18:00 16:00 - 18:00
6:00 PM
WELCOME POSTER SESSION POSTER SESSION [ elsl 135015 1+1
RECEPTION I Il DINNER
18:00- 18:00 18:00 - 20:00 18:00 - 20:00 18100 - 22:00
. 60 minutes (including 10 minutes for discussion)

e Invited talks: 30 minutes (including 5 minutes for discussion)
o Oral contributions: 20 minutes (including 5 minutes for discussion)
e Young researcher talks: 15 minutes (including 3 minutes for discussion)

o Posters: A0 portrait format (84.1 x 118.9 cm). Posters will be presented during one of the two

poster sessions.



Venue and Conference Locations

The Nanoscience Summer School Yachay 2026 will take place in Puerto Ayora, Santa Cruz Island
(Galapagos). The main conference activities are located within walking distance of each other, as shown
in the reference map.

Conference venue: The Baltralsland g e
L . . N o)
scientific sessions will be
held at the City Hall
Conference Auditorium.
Welcome reception and
poster sessions: These
will take place at Bahia
Mar, located a short walk
from the main venue along
the waterfront.
Conference dinner: The
conference dinner will be
held at The Point, a scenic
coastal location near Playa
de los Alemanes.

To Charles Darwir
Research Station

To Los Alemanes l
Beach

A guided conference tour to El Chato Reserve is planned during the week. Participants will visit the
giant tortoise natural habitat in the Santa Cruz highlands and explore the lava tunnels, two of the
most iconic geological and ecological features of the Galadpagos Islands.

Conference Tour

Further details about timing and logistics will be provided during the conference.

Accommodation for Scholarship Students

Students supported through the NSSY scholarship program will be accommodated in two nearby
hotels:

e Hotel Gardner
¢ Hotel Muyuyo

Accommodation assignments will be communicated individually to scholarship recipients prior to arrival.



Conference Publication

Participants of NSSY 2026 will have the opportunity to submit selected
contributions for publication in a peer-reviewed special issue of
Nanotechnology (IOP Publishing), a leading international journal
covering fundamental and applied research in nanoscale science and
technology. The
special issue is entitled:“Focus on Frontiers in Nanoscience and
Nanomaterials: From Fundamental Insights to Biointerfaces and
Advanced Devices.”

Presenters
are invited to submit full research articles based on their conference
contributions. All submissions will undergo the journal’'s standard peer-
review process.

Community Outreach

NANOTECHNOLOGY

@ original journal for nanoscale research

lopscience.org/nano

NSSY 2026 includes a community outreach program organized in collaboration with the STEM
Adventures Lab School (SALS), bringing interactive science activities and conservation initiatives to

local schools in the Galapagos Islands. These activities take place in

parallel with the scientific

program during the afternoons throughout the week, involving hands-on demonstrations,
conservation-focused sessions, and vocational STEM talks for local students.

As part of this program, a dedicated outreach activity will take place on Tuesday, and invited speakers
are warmly invited to contribute to a fullerene workshop with local students, while student
participants of the conference will take part in a coastal cleanup activity.

These activities reflect the mission of NSSY to connect advanced research with education and
environmental engagement in the Galapagos Islands. chnology in an accessible and inspiring way.

SALS 2026

Travel to the Galapagos Islands




PROCEDURE TO GO TO

GALAPAGOS

STEP-BY-STEP GUIDE FROM YOUR DEPARTURE TO BALTRA

INFORMATION

As the Galapagos Islands are a natural reserve,
it is strictly controlled, and there is a long list
of products forbidden to enter the Island.

Be sure that none of those are with you to
avoid any delay or misunderstanding.

(i\ IMMIGRATION AND CUSTOMS
N

More info at:

https://bioseguridadgalapagos.gob.ec/lista-de-productos/

= e—

FORBIDDEN ITEMS INCLUDE:

7 Meats and dairy
2 Seeds and soil
# Wood and bamboo

ARRIVE EARLY

The Galapagos Islands has special regulations

and tourist controls before you travel

We recommend arriving at the airport at least

2 hours before your flight departure - these
processes take extra time, and there may be queues.

AT LEAST
2 HOURS
BEFORE YOUR

‘1:.
FLIGHT "'[Tr\‘ﬁ

BRING YOUR “CERTIFICADO DE TRANSEUNTE"
Keep at least two printed copies of your
“CERTIFICADO DE TRANSEUNTE" with you before
your arrival to Quito or Guayaquil airports (We will
provide you this certificate). Also, bring the original
identification document described in your certificate.
This certificate exonerates you from the cost of the
TCT card and the taxes of entrance to Galapagos
National Park.

TCT CONTROL

Approach the Galapagos entry control (before and
separated from Check-in counters and conventional
security filters), to acquire the TCT card.

Here is the first time you'll have to present your
"CERTIFICADO DE TRANSEUNTE".

BIOSECURITY CONTROL

Go to the Biosecurity control
to get your luggage checked.

v AT THE AIRPORT (QUITO OR GUAYAQUIL):

1) CHECK-IN
VI/ Do your normal check-in at the

counter of your airline as it was
a regular flight

—2

CERTIFICADO { = i
o PASSPORT @ EXONERATES YOU FROM: |

TRANSEUNTE :

FE—— » TCT card cost

i * Entrance fees to

WA H Galapagos National Park

TCT
CONTROL

V"\‘ ARRIVAL - NATIONAL PARK ENTRANCE FEE

\ / Upon arrival, you would have to pay the fee

= for entrance to the Galapagos National Park.
With your “CERTIFICADO DE TRANSEUNTE"
you won't have to pay anything

CERTIFICADO

13
TRANSEUNTE

HAVE TO PAY
ANYTHING

/ You will arrive at Baltra airport
3 and follow the registration protocols.

@m ARRIVAL AT BALTRA AIRPORT

GX\ BUS TO ITABACA CHANNEL

/) Take one of the buses of “LOS LOBITOS",
with the destination "Canal de Itabaca”.
Cost is $5 per person.

FERRY TO SANTA CRUZ

Take the ferry to Santa Cruz ($1 per person),
when you cross the Canal, you will see the
taxis and buses:

TAXI OR BUS TO PUERTO AYORA

« If you take the BUS: The cost is $5 per person
and they leave you at the last stop in Puerto
Ayora, which is at the Market.
If you take a TAXI: The cost is $25, and it
reaches 4 people per taxi. This taxi will take
you directly to your hotel.

$5

PER PERSON

PER PERSON

PER TAXI

LAST STOP:
PUERTO AYORA
(THE MARKET)

DIRECTLY TO
YOUR HOTEL

Organizers:

Asociacion
Ecuatoriana de
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